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RA 211 East 46th Street
I i I : New York, NY 10017-2989
Leslie E. Robertson Associates Tel: (212) 750-9000
Consulting Structural Engineers Fax: (212) 750-9002

William J. Faschan
Leslie E. Robertson
Saw-Teen See
Richard Zottola

04 July 1994

Prof. Gengo Matsui
4-5-10 Kami-ohsaki
Shinagawa-ku

Tokyo 141

JAPAN

Dear Prof. Matsui:

It was a great delight to see you in New York and to be privileged to
attend the opening of your fascinating and informative showing of the
wood joints as constructed by Sumiyoshi Torashichi.

In the United States, it is likely that few will understand the
enormity of your contribution to the preservation of a standard in
craftsmanship that may never again be equaled by mortal Man. These
things are so precious and so fragile...the need to preserve them has
never been more fundamental.
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Now, in a few days time, every person in our firm will attend a
private showing of this exhibit. On this occasion, I hope only that
it will be possible for me to communicate to the men and the women of
our company the essence of the importance of your efforts.

It is not possible for me to express properly my appreciation for the
gift of a Sumiyoshi double tenon joint. The work and your book rests
proudly above my desk, wrapped in a purple-fading-to-white silk scarf
to protect the wood from discoloration due to sun and dust. Both the
autographed book and the joint are cherished possessions.

If it is possible for you to communicate my appreciation to
Sumiyoshi-sama, I would be very appreciative.

Best personal regards,
LESLIE E. ROBERTSON ASSOCIATES

%Z Z K
[4
Leslie E. Robertson \ ',.‘
(]
STS, KEH & r "
s I

Paul A. Asp, Elaine A. Castellano, John D. [lollyday, W. John Pugh, Danjel A. Sesil, Monica V. Svojsik

19944 7HAl

BIFR A
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AOARNCIE 2)E & 9D 2 EMTCERVBBILEI NEBALOREEND 135 bRV B kORI,
FAUNTREDBOEMENENEDITT. FHRETHUL . Tk, B ZONOBENIFERE
BRIV - - -,
ETHTREORLDIFE T OB PICHEZORESIIT<TL LY., ZOBRARTENEIROLEDR S
9 T HIZHIR DD BEXEE D C ot SvhilE BTy,

ITTHEZOEER VARV INCHT DROBH OGS 2 BRICE AT T ENTEI A,
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51l <)

LESLIE E. ROBERTSON ASSOCIATES

Leslie E.Robertson
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Leslie E. Robertson Associates
Consulting Structural Engineers
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211 East 46th Street
New York, NY 10017-2989

Tel: (212) 750-9000
Fax: (212) 750-9002

William J. Faschan
Leslic E. Robertson
Saw-Teen See
Richard Zottola

25 July 1994

pProf. Gengo Matsui
4-5-10 Kami-ohsaki
Shinagawa-ku

Tokyo 141

JAPAN

Dear Preof. Matsui:

I come with very good news! Two friends who stand as giants in their
own professions, will be in Japan in late October. Both will be
presented with a Praemium Imperiale Award on or about 28 October and
both have expressed an interest in visiting Waseda University with
the goal of seeing and touching the wonderful works documented by you
and crafted by Torashichi Sumiyoshi.

The two men are Charles Correa, the eminent architect from Bombay,
and Richard Serra, the equally-eminent sculptor from the United
States.

In anticipation of their visit, I will send to each a copy of the
English-language version of your book.

This opportunity to bring together these two men in the midst of the
grand craftsmanship of Japan cannot help but bring about
repercussions in this wilting world of ours. I can hope only that
both you and Sumiyoshi-sama and these cherished works will be able to
be in Tokyo for this important occasion.

As the date of their visit comes closer, we will again write to you.

Best personal regards,
LESLIE E. ROBERTSON ASSOCIATES

ol S Witidim

Leslie E. Robertson

STS, KEH

cc: Charles Correa
Richard Serra

Paul A. Asp, Elaine A. Castellano, John D. Hollyday, W. John Pugh, Daniel A. Sesil, Monica V. Svojsik
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GRAHAM FOUNDATION THIS EXHIBITION CONTAINS AN =
EXHIBITION: EXQUISITE RANGE OF FULL- AND ;g
WOOD JOINTS IN CLASSICAL HALF-SCALE EXAMPLES OF CLASSICAL £
IBPANESE AR CRITECT URE JAPANESE WOOD JOINTS. DR. GENGO P
MATSUI, PROFESSOR EMERITUS AT 8y

WASEDA UNIVERSITY, JAPAN, AND DR. ;%

MINORU TEZUKA, PROFESSOR AT 3

CHIBA POLYTECHNIC COLLEGE, JAPAN, g?

WILL SPEAK ON THE OPENING NIGHT. <§

DR. MATSUI IS COAUTHOR WITH gz

MASTER CARPENTER TORASHICHI 37

SUMIYOSHI OF A BOOK ENTITLED WO0OD ;g

JOINTS IN CLASSICAL JAPANESE S

ARCHITECTURE. COPIES OF THE BOOK g

WILL BE AVAILABLE ON THE EVENING gi

OF THE LECTURE. THE EXHIBITION WILL e

CONTINUE THROUGH JANUARY |15 AND ;é

LECTURE: P

MAY BE VIEWED MONDAYS THROUGH L=

BR. GENGO MATSUI THURSDAYS FROM 9AM TO 4:30 PM %%
B R BN BRG WEZU KA 8PM MON DECEMBER 5, 1994 55
LECTURE ATTENDANCE IS LIMITED TO 180 20

GRAHAM FOUNDATION 5=

MON:DEC: 5 TP 4 wesT BURTON PLACE., CHICAGO =2

=H;AO SIGRINE

CHIBA POLYTECHNIC COLLEGE. AND SHIGERU BAN. ARCHITECT

ORS STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS
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Y AaECEASLDOFHK

GRAHAM FOUNDATION

December 21, 1994

Mr. Gengo Matsui
458 Mano-machi Shin-machi
Sado-gun, Niigata-ken, JAPAN

Dear Mr. Matsui:

It was a great pleasure to receive a copy of your book,
Structural Design in Japanese Architecture. I send you my
sincere thanks for your kind gift.

The exhibition of wooden joints is going very well here at the
Graham Foundation. The books have nearly sold out and everyone
who sees the exhibit comments very favorably.

Again, let me express my thanks, and the appreciation of the
Graham Foundation, for your kindness in allowing the exhibit to
come here and for your willingness to speak at the opening.
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Sincerely,

Diractor s N\e

RJS:ctk

GRAHAM FOUNDATION FOR ADVANCED STUDIES IN THE FINE ARTS, 4 W. BURTON PLACE, CHICAGO, ILLINDIS 60610-1405 (312) 787-4071

/i e

& 7572 D & T Structural Desing in Japanese Architecture | # FITE Y EA T F 4,
blal-oopLroBLlREL LT E T,

REDREFORTEBIZIITIINAMHATREIEFL Vo TOVET, AiZZE
AETRDOIN, BRERLHELDNEIP>LES>TVET,
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The geology of Sado, off the coast of
northern Mainland Japan (Honshu) is
generally solid. Although the epicenter
of the Niigata Earthquake was as close to
Sado as it was to Niigata, Sado was safe
thanks to its firm sandstone bases.
However, soil conditions on the site, on
the shore of Lake Kamo, are very poor.

Tit, BEVWEKELSTHILEDAHRT
Hho COBRWTIE, BEW2EBH 11
Wwe L7, FFRBEELE, 2BSD b
T RE, DY) REZMORELI LN
T&h, T IVOERLHALZ, Fhid
EREL WD, SDFTADTF R
MO, ZNOERITHI EDTE,
BOERIE N T AR TH L, Thbb,
FOEWAFIRY, T OBRKATERT,
WhrOoRLENTIATHSE, 12750, 2
DE|EEN & EMREINTFREB AN TV B,
INIZE 5T, Wi, PREZETE,
SR 2 T OW G &2 b BIEICH
LE, BBEFES 2K THEL L5
I CECTHBIE 2 v, BEICH LTI,
W L AR OB 1, FEEOMIFIIH
BEANT, TR SE TV 5,
KRS

A nearby ferroconcrete inn-already leans
probably because no pile was driven in or
because piles were too short. Therefore,
the Designer decided to use 40-meter
steel piles for this hotel.

The original plan was to build the hotel
of ferroconcrete. But considering the
soil conditions, the plan was changed to a
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steel framework (except for the ground-
floor piloti).

#i Longitudinally, spans are relatively
large to limit the number of necessary
piles. Spans are @ three of 24 meters
each, one of 26 meters, and 10-meter and
12. 5-meter cantilever parts.

% The longer the span, the larger the
bending moment exerted by the vertical
load. Beams must be larger to offset this
moment effectively. In this building, a
truss beam construction provides two
floors for hotel rooms. Fairly large
openings could be made in the double-
layer truss formation. In fact, openings
could be made between the lattice mate-

rials as windows and doors were relative-
ly small.

#@The exterior stairways are truss stai-
rs. In each, the upper flight of stairs is a
tensile element and the lower part is a
compression element. But these two
elements are not on the same plane.
In such a structure, the landing is subject
to both horizontal and vertical warping
forces. Against the former, the level
area is strong enough and presents no
problem. Against the latter, however,
there has to be a beam between the
landing and the flight of stairs.

Gengo Matsui
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AEBEE
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P=021x18x36+0.115x0.9%36=1.8t
M=046x1.8=0.83t-m
=1,800/225+0.83x10°/562 =156 kg/cm®
o’ =156 X4/3=208 kg/cm?*< 220
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